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Listening to children read.

We aim for children to read a variety of fiction and non-fiction books, plays, poetry etc. and to develop their own reading preferences. Above all we want to promote an enjoyment of reading.
Some children will want to sit for long periods to read, others prefer to read in short bursts, but all should be encouraged to do so on a regular basis (daily if possible).

As well as reading aloud it is useful for children to have the opportunity to discuss what they are reading. This discussion could focus on:

· Layout and features of the book (contents, title page, acknowledgements etc.).

· Predictions about what they expect to happen.

· Unfamiliar vocabulary, with an explanation of meanings. Sometimes it may be appropriate to record new words and their meaning in the relevant section of their reading diary (the back of the diary).

· Recapping key details, making comments and expressing opinions.

· Making inferences (e.g. how a character may be feeling).

· Identifying the effect a particular choice of vocabulary/punctuation/layout has on the reader.

· What they thought of the book once completed and whether they would read something similar again, recommend it to a peer etc. 

While reading if they experience difficulty decoding words they should be guided to apply phonic knowledge, to break the words in to chunks, look for clues in the surrounding text, use any pictures etc.

If a child is experiencing difficulty decoding a larger amount of text it may be appropriate to read it to them or with them.
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Children should be encouraged to read fluently and with appropriate expression, again modelling this for them may be useful.

